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OUGHT: The Journal of Autistic Culture
Ought: The Journal of Autistic Culture seeks to document autistic culture 
by publishing scholarly and creative works that examine and explore it. 
Ought recognizes that autistic culture is not monolithic: it is as varied 
as the autistic community itself.  Accordingly, Ought focuses contribu-
tions of the autistic community, celebrating the visual and verbal accom-
plishments of autistic scholars, artists, and others. At the same time, it 
showcases the work of the scholars, scientists, parents, and professionals 
who share everyday experiences with autistic people and influence their 
lives.  In blending creative and critical works about autism, Ought seeks 
to break down barriers between academic disciplines, between genres 
of artistic expression, between caretakers and professionals, and finally, 
between neurotypicals and autistics. Ought is the conversation about 
autism as it ought to be.
Language and Labels
Ought uses identity-first language to refer to autistic individuals when-
ever possible. Identity-first language communicates our commitment 
to neurodiversity and aligns with the journal’s focus on autistic culture.  
Ought does employ the term  “Autism Spectrum Disorder” to refer to 
autism, given the widespread use of this term in autism-related research. 
Nevertheless, Ought recognizes and values contributors who resists the 
pathologizing term “disorder.”
 Submit to Ought: The Journal of Autistic Culture
Ought welcomes contributions from scholars, researchers, writers, and 
artists. Contributors are the initial owners of the copyright to their sub-
mitted pieces. For more information and the latest call for submissions, 
please see http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/ought.
About the Cover Image
Motivate is a 2016 digital composition by  
the autistic artist Wendi Powers.  She writes: 
“This is microscope art of a tiny shell. Even 
the smallest things in nature amaze me. The 
spiral of shells teach me that growth is a  
process. Who I am as a whole is made of all 
the tiny steps I take along the way.”
OUGHT Editorial Board
Our editorial board consists of a balance of autistic and neurotypical 
scholars from universities around the world.  
Co-Editors-in-Chief  
Robert Rozema, Grand Valley State University  
Chris Bass, University of Illinois at Chicago
Associate Editor 
David Schaafsma, University of Illinois at Chicago
Editorial Board 
Sara M. Acevedo, Miami University of Ohio  
Sonya Loftis, Morehouse College  
James McGrath, Leeds Beckett University 
Bruce Mills, Kalamazoo College  
Christen Pearson, Grand Valley State University  
Kia Jane Richmond, Northern Michigan University  
Peter Smagorinsky, University of Georgia 
Alyssa Hillary Zisk, University of Rhode Island 
Reviewers for Volume 1, Issue 1 (Fall 2019)
Amanda Biviano, Virginia Tech Institute; John Bruni, Grand Valley State 
University; Curt Dudley-Marling, Boston College; Sonya Loftis, More-
house College; James McGrath, Leeds Beckett University; Beth Myers, 
Syracuse University;  Christen Pearson, Grand Valley State University; Kia 
Richmond, Northern Michigan University; Peter Smagorinsky, University 
of Georgia; Alisha White, Western Illinois University; Alyssa Hillary Zisk, 
University of Rhode Island.
